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ABSTRACT 


Several hundred adult Perothops witticki LeConte were observed drop- 
ping from a live oak tree (Quercus agrifolia) in southern California. This 
and other observations suggest that aggregations of this species may be 
annual occurrences at specific sites. 


The family Perothopidae, represented by a single Nearctic genus Pero- 
thops and 3 described species, is a relatively unknown group of beetles 
closely related to the family Eucnemidae (Arnett 1963). P. cervina La- 
cordaire and P. witticki LeConte both occur in California while P. muscida 
(Say) is found in eastern North America (Cobos 1965). Blatchley (1910) 
reported finding adults of P. muscida on the trunks and branches of old 
beech trees. Beyond this recorded observation, there is no further infor- 
mation about the biology and life habits of perothopids. Even the imma- 
ture stages have so far escaped detection (Crowson 1967). 

An aggregation of Perothops was encountered 16 June 1969 while I was 
camping in southern California. The camp, Oakzanita Springs Park, is 
about 30 miles east of San Diego at an elevation of about 4,000 feet. Vege- 
tation within the park is primarily California live oak (Quercus agrifolia), 
while the periphery of the park consists of typical southern chaparrel in- 
cluding manzanita (Arctostaphylos) and California wild lilac (Ceanothus). 
After I arrived at a campsite at 6 P.M., male and female perothopids were 
observed dropping from the overhead branches of a large California live 
oak tree. Several specimens were collected and were later determined by 
R. H. Perry as P. witticki LeC. 

For the next 2 days large numbers of these beetles were observed as 
they continuously dropped from the oak tree onto the ground. Although the 
park area was extensively searched, perothopids were found only below the 
single oak tree. I conservatively estimate that over 500 adult beetles drop- 
ped from this tree during the 3 day period. No flight was observed before 
or after the bettles dropped, nor was any mating behavior observed. After 
dropping to the ground, they slowly crawled about, becoming very dusty 
from the soft dirt of the camp. 

The only other report of perothopid activity is an unpublished account 
provided by E. G. Linsley ( im litt.). who collected numerous individuals of 
P. witticki about 4 miles south of Railroad Flat, Calavaras County, Cali- 
fornia at an elevation of 2,800 feet. This area represents an ecotone be- 
tween the upper Sonoran chaparrel-digger pine formations and transition 
yellow-pine-oak formation. Immediate surrounding vegetation is principally 
mature oaks (Quercus), yellow pine (Pinus ponderosa), and a dense ground 
cover of mountain misery (Chamaebatia foliolosa). In the late morning 


1Scientific paper 3818, College of Agriculture, Washington State Univer- 
sity. Work was conducted under Project 9043. 
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and early afternoon of 18 May 1969 and 2 June 1970, several Perothops 
were captured at the northwest corner of a building (Douglas fir con- 
struction, 20 years old). These beetles, all females, were collected singly 
on the outside walls of the building as they crawled upward from the ground 
to a point where they became quiescent. This corner of the building was 
partially overhung by a large oak tree, but it was not determined if it was 
the source of the beetles. 


It appears that during May and June, adult P. witticki seek out aggre- 
gation sites in areas which are in some way associated with mature oak 
trees. Evidence from Linsley’s account further suggests that this species 
may return to the same site at the same time each year. Hopefully this 
information will be of value to coleopterists interested in locating numbers 
of individuals and to those interested in studying the biology of perothopid 
beetles. 

I would like to thank Robert H. Perry, Michigan City, Indiana, for his 
determinations and E. Gorton Linsley, University of California, Berkeley, 
for providing valuable observational data. 
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BOOK NOTICE (continued from p. 52) 


$2.50. Extensive listings of remote areas in the U.S. and Canada, many 
of which are excellent beetle collecting habitats. Chapters are entitled: 
Six island outposts of Old World Europe; Shangri-Las, USA; The islands 
time forgot; America’s cut rate winter Riviera; Paradise isles of the sum- 
mer seas; Unspoiled seashore and fishing villages; Escapist isles of the 
tropic seas; Island idylls in the southern sun; Hideaways steeped in Amer- 
icana; and Guide to getting away from it all. 

Bargain paradises of the World by N. D. Ford. 1971. 15th revised ed. 
208 p., $2.50. The title suffices to interest the potential collector in such 
places as the Azores, Canaries, Madeira, Costa Rica, Mexico, Australia, 
Corsica, Sicily, Sardinia, Malta, the West Indies, Spain, Ceylon, Japan, 
Norfolk Tsland, New Zealand, Balearic Islands, Portugal, Austria, Sey- 
chelles, Saba, Colombia, and British Honduras. 

Where to retire on a small income by N. D. Ford. 1972. 17th revised 
ed. 200 p., $2.50. Listings of America’s most liveable, worry-free towns. 

All about Arizona—the healthful State, where it’s great to live and 
vacation by T. B. Lesure. 1971. 8th ed. 207 p., $2.95. 

Florida, a good trip or successful retirement by N. D. Ford. 1972. 
15th ed. 256 p., $3.00. 


The last 2 books are similar in their travel guide approach to 2 very 
interesting beetle collecting states. They are recommended as useful addi- 
tions to any collector’s library. 

The first 4 books (a $10.00 value) are available for $6.95, or all 8 books 
(a $20.95 value) are available for $12.95 from: Harian Publications, 1000 
Prince St., Dept. 272, Greenlawn, N. Y. 11740. (R. E. Woodruff) 


